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Boswell's dread of his father.      [A.D,
I therefore, as I thought conscientiously, objected tc father's scheme.
My opposition was very displeasing to my father, was entitled to great respect and deference; and I hac son to apprehend disagreeable consequences from my compliance with his wishes1. After much perplexity uneasiness, I wrote to Dr. Johnson, stating the case, wi its difficulties, at full length, and earnestly requesting he would consider it at leisure, and favour me wit friendly opinion and advice.
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 'DEAR SIR,
' I was much impressed by your letter, and if I can form your case any resolution satisfactory to myself, will very , impart it: but whether I am quite equal to it, I do not It is a case compounded of law and justice, and requires a versed in juridical disquisitions.    Could not you tell your mind to Lord Hailes ?    He is, you know, both a Christian Lawyer.    I suppose he is above partiality, and above loqu and, I believe, he will not think the time lost in which he ma} a disturbed, or settle a wavering mind.    Write to me, as any occurs to you; and if I find myself stopped by want of facts sary to be known, I will make inquiries of you as my doubts
' If your former resolutions should be found only fancifi decide rightly in judging that your father's fancies may clai preference; but whether they are fanciful or rational, is the tion. I really think Lord Hailes could help us.
' Make my compliments to dear Mrs. Boswell; and tell he I hope to be wanting in nothing that I can contribute to brir all out of your troubles.
* I am, dear Sir, most affectionately, your humble servan
' SAM. JOHNS ' London, Jan. 15,1776.'
1 Boswell wrote to Temple on Sept. 2,1775 :—' What a discou reflection is it that my father has in his possession a renuncia' my birthright, which I madly granted to him, and which he h the generosity to restore now that I am doing beyond his i hopes, and that he may incommode and disgrace me by some s settlements, while all this time not a shilling is secured to rr and children in case of my death!' Letters of Boswell, p. 216.
